UNIV.  OF  MD  COLLEGE  PPRK 


31430036343558 


Maryland 
Rare 

E 

458.3 
.U55 
1863 


1 


I 


.«& 


UNION  PRAYER  MEETING, 


HELD    BY    THE 


CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION 


On  the  Night  of  the  National  Fast,  April  30, 1863, 


IN   LIGHT   STREET   M.    E,   CHURCH, 


BALTIMORE. 


Printed  by  James  Young,  114  West  Baltimore  street. 


UNION  P 11 A YER  MEETING. 


CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION. 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  G.  S.  Griffith, 
Esq.,  Chairman. 

The  congregation  then  sung  the  hymn  commencing 

"Before  Jehovah's  awful  throne.'' 

After  which  the  Chairman  read  the  3d  Chapter  of  the  Book 
of  Jonah,  and  Rev.  Isaac  P.  Cook  led  in  Prayer. 

The  Chairman  of  the  meeting  made  the  following  re- 
marks : 

My  brethren,  you  are  aware  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  issued  a  proclamation,  and  set  apart  this 
day  for  a  public  fast,  humiliation  and  prayer.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion and  the  Baltimore  Christian  Association,  it  was  resolv- 
ed to  hold  a  prayer  meeting  this  evening  in  this  place,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out,  with  a  devout  and  zealous 
spirit,  the  object  set  forth  in  that  proclamation. 

We  have  many  examples  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  where 


ihe  people  were  directed  in  the  times  of  great  calamity  to 
solemnize  a  public  fast,  and  call  upon  the  Lord  to  avert  his 
just  punishments  for  their  national  sins.  u  Blow  the  trum- 
pet in  Zion,  sanctify  a  fast,  call  a  solemn  assemblage,  gath- 
er the  elders  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  into  the 
house  of  the  Lord  your  God,  and  cry  unto  the  Lord!" 
"  If  my  people  shall  humble  themselves,  and  pray,  and  shall 
seek  my  face,  and  turn  from  their  wicked  ways,  then  will 
I  hear  from  heaven,  ami  will  forgive  their  sins,  and  will  heal 
their  land." 

My  brethren,  we  believe  if  there  ever  was  a  time  in  the 
history  of  this  Republic,  when  we  as  a  nation  should  bow 
ourselves  in  the  depths  of  humility  before  the  Lord,  it  is  at 
this  important  crisis,  while  his  judgments  are  abroad  in  the 
land.  We  have  enjoyed  the  richest  bounties  of  earth,  and 
been  pre-eminently  distinguished  far  above  all  other  people 
in  point  of  christian  and  civil  privileges.  Yea!  we  have 
been  exalted  to  heaven  in  these  rich  blessings,  yet  we  have 
not  appreciated  nor  properly  used  them.  We  have  grown 
unmindful  of  the  Divine  Author,  who  dealt  so  bountifully 
with  us,  and  of  Him  who  established  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
We  have  become  a  proud  and  perverse  people,  and  trusted 
too  much  in  the  arm  of  flesh  instead  of  looking  unto  God, 
from  whom  we  derive  all  our  help.  "  The  race  is  not  to 
the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong,"  but  to  those  who 
put  their  trust  in  the  Lord. 

We  have  simied  as  a  nation,  we  suffer  as  a  nation,  and  as 
a  nation  ice  must  deeply  repent.  We  have  become  in  prac- 
tice an  infidel  nation,  a  Sabbath-breaking  nation,  and  an  in- 
temperate nation.  Corruption  and  wickedness  abound 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land.  And  if  we 
hope  for  the  chastening  rod  to  be  removed  from  us,  and  to 


be  restored  to  our  former  state  of  peace,  happiness  and 
prosperity,  we  must  tret  down  on  our  knees  and  repent  like 
the  Ninevites  in  sack-cloth  and  ashes.  The  promises  of 
God  are  great,  but  all  are  made  conditional ;  he  will  avert 
his  just  displeasure,  but  we  must  first  shew  forth  his  praise 
and  give  glory  and  honor  to  Him  before  he  will  remove 
calamity  and  distraction  from  our  land.  "From  His 
Throne  he  pronounceth  judgment  upon  nations,  or  scatter- 
eth  abundance  over  the  face  of  the  earth."  My  brethren, 
we  must  look  to  Almighty  God  for  strength  and  direction 
in  this  time  of  war.  Let  us  therefore  humble  ourselves  this 
evening  in  His  holy  sanctuary,  and  unitedly  plead  that  peace 
and  prosperity  may  soon  be  established  in  our  land.  May 
our  prayers  go  up  to  heaven  as  sweet  incense  to  the  altar 
of  God  in  behalf  o(  our  unhappy  and  distracted  country; 
may  they  be  earnest  and  fervent  with  a  devout  and  humble 
spirit,  for  "happy  is  that  nation  only,  whose  God  is  in  the 
Lord." 

The  Chairman  then  introduced  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dickson, of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  who  said — 

My  Christian  Frie7ids  : 

The  number  and  variety  of  services  on  the  Programme 
will  allow  but  little  time  and  space  to  either  of  the  speak- 
ers. Without  the  ceremony  or  delay  of  an  introduction, 
therefore,  let  me  point  you  for  a  moment  to  the  occasion 
and   design  of  this   day's  Fasting,  Humiliation  and  Prayer. 

During  a  period  of  more  than  seventy-five  years  the  nation 
had  enjoyed  unmingled  prosperity,  and  with  a  few  trifling  ex- 
ceptions, unbroken  peace  at  home  and  abroad.  In  the  midst 
of  this  continued  peace  and  happiness  we  were,  unexpected- 
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ly  to  many  ot'  us,  plunged  two  years  ago  into  this  lamenta- 
ble war.  It  adds  fearfully  to  the  interest  to  remember  that 
the  first  blood  shed  was  cruelly  and  treacherously  shed,  not 
a  stone's  throw  from  where  I  stand  to  address  you. 

After  two  long  dreary  years  of  slaughter,  we  are  just  be- 
ginning to  learn  and  feel  what  we  ought  never  to  have  for- 
gotten— that  we  must  look  to  God  alone  for  deliverance  from 
these  terrible  calamities.  The  nation  begins  to  realize  this 
fundamental  truth,  so  that  from  all  classes  of  men,  and  all 
denominations  of  Christians,  urgent  solicitations  have  gone 
up  to  the  President  to  recommend  the  observance  by  the 
people  of  such  a  day  as  this.  The  Senate,  impressed  with 
the  same  conviction,  united  in  the  same  request,  in  compli- 
ance with  which  the  President  has  issued  his  Recommenda- 
tion. 

And  now,  to-day,  not  only  the  millions  north  of  the  Rap- 
pahannock and  Tennessee,  but  hundreds  of  thousands  south 
of  those  blood-stained  rivers  have  been  with  us  at  the 
Throne  of  Grace,  to  implore  the  restoration  of  Unity  and 
Peace  to  our  troubled  country.  The  occasion  is  still  more 
grand.  Its  call  reaches  far  beyond  this  nation,  or  this  con- 
tinent. It  concerns  not  ourselves  only,  but  all  lands,  all 
times,  and  all  the  race.  Our  sins  and  our  sorrows  have  af- 
fected the  world,  and  are  afflicting  the  nations.  If  we  should 
be  overwhelmed  by  these  judgments  of  God,  which  our 
sins  have  justly  provoked  ;  if  our  torch  is  extinguished,  hu- 
manly speaking,  with  us,  the  light  of  the  nations  will  ex- 
pire. There  are  no  more  continents  to  be  discovered,  no 
more  lands  to  be  settled  by  persecuted  exiles,  and  hence,  if 
we  fall  the  light  of  the  world  dies  out  forever. 

Hence,  to-day,  in  far-off*  lands,  they  have  been  mingling 
their  supplication  with  ours.     Wherever  the  sounds  of  this 


Proclamation  has  come,  they  have  been  praying  with  us, 
and  for  us,  that  God  would  in  mercy  pardon  and  deliver  us. 

As  to  the  Design  of  these  solemnities.  It  is  to  impress 
upon  our  hearts  the  conviction  that  the  Judge  of  all  the 
earth  has  done  right  in  correcting  us.  That  our  sins  have 
produced  our  sorrows,  to  compel  us  to  realize  and  acknowl- 
edge that  your  sins  and  mine  have  provoked  the  long-delay- 
ed judgment  of  God — not  to  confess  the  guilt  of  others, 
nor  the  sins  of  this  party,  or  that  section,  nor  the  guilt  of 
that  abstract  thing  we  call  the  nation,  so  much  as  our  own 
personal,  individual  sins.  In  this  personal  penitence  we 
shall  most  effectually  secure  a  National  Humiliation.  The 
services  of  the  day  are  intended  to  bring  home  the  convic- 
tion, "Thou  art  the  man,"  and  we  maybe  hopeful  of  good, 
just  in  so  far  as  this  end  has  been  accomplished.  When  we 
unitedly  employ  the  litany  of  the  Publican,  "God  be  mer- 
ciful to  me  a  sinner!"  our  day-spring  of  deliverance  will 
begin  to  dawn. 

We  have  assembled  during  the  morning,  in  our  several 
places  of  worship,  to  have  this  sense  of  our  guilt  and  help- 
lessness deepened.  The  almost  unanimous  observance  of 
the  day  by  our  different  denominations,  and  the  assemblage 
and  solemn  attention  of  this  vast  audience  to-night,  encour- 
age the  hope  that  these  services  will  not  be  in  vain;  that 
Infinite  Mercy  will  lift  the  light  of  its  countenance  again 
upon  us.  If  we  faithfully  confess  our  sins  to  God,  and 
penitently  forsake  them,  we  have  abundant  reason  from  His 
word  and  ways  to  hope  for  redemption,  as  a  nation,  from 
our  sins  and  dangers. 

A  blessing  so  vast  should  stir  us  to  attain  it.  What  won- 
derful interests  affecting  us,  affecting  our  children,  and  af- 
fecting the  world,  are  bound  up  in   the  issue  of  this  strug- 
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gle !  If  God  graciously  pardons  our  sins  and  removes  His 
judgments,  we  will  not  soon  again  fall  into  national  bicker- 
ings and  blood-sheddings — not  soon  listen  to  "counsel  that 
causes  to  err,"  nor  to  him  "  that  soweth  discord  among 
brethren." 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  men,  have  so  many  mil- 
lions in  the  attitude  of  special  penitence,  and  on  a  single 
behalf,  gathered  before  God's  mercy  seat.  Seldom  before 
in  the  history  of  men,  have  penitent  millions  had  a  greater 
danger — the  ruin  of  the  nation,  to  deprecate,  or  a  greater 
blessing — the  life  of  the  nation  to  implore  If  from  this 
day's  humiliations,  God  should  graciously  restore  us  to 
peace  and  unity  and  prosperity,  how  many  millions  of 
hearts  in  this  land,  and  in  all  lands,  would  rejoice!  It  has 
been  my  privilege  to  visit  the  three  other  quarters  of  the 
globe,  and  I  assure  you,  that  from  the  shadows  of  the  Pyra- 
mids and  the  mouths  of  the  Nile,  from  the  broken  tribes  of 
Asia,  and  the  ruins  of  the  Seven  Churches,  from  the  an- 
cient but  oppressed  countries  of  Europe,  thousands  and 
thousands  look  to  our  land  as  the  hope  and  future  home,  at 
least  of  their  children.  The  tidings  of  our  deliverance 
would  move  them  to  songs  of  thanksgiving  like  Moses  and 
Miriam  and  Israel  at  the  Red  Sea.  These  far-off  millions 
deplore,  with  us,  our  distractions  and  calamities,  and  pour 
with  us,  and  for  us  their  prayers  into  the  ear  of  the  God  of 
Sabaoth. 

Finally,  over  and  above  and  beyond  all  these  temporal  in- 
terests, the  coming  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ,  humanly 
speaking,  depends  largely  upon  the  Union  of  this  country 
and  nation.  It  is  idle  to  think  of  separation  without  per- 
petual strife  and  blood-shed.  And  if  our  young  men  are 
destroyed  by  continual  fraternal  slaughters,  and  our  means 


exhausted  in  mutual  and  fruitless  warfare,  who  will  carry 
the  Blessed  Gospel  to  the  benighted  nations  ?  God  has  or- 
dained us  for  this  glorious  work,  and  wo  to  us  if  we  ne- 
glect, or  disregard  the  ordination  ! 

Awed,  therefore,  by  the  solemnities  and  dangers  that  have 
called  for  the  observance  of  this  day,  impressed  with  the 
magnitude  of  the  interests  at  stake,  humbled  under  a  deep 
sense  of  our  guiltiness  before  God,  and  yet  hopeful  of  His 
mercy  with  the  penitence  of  the  Prodigal,  and  the  believing 
importunity  of  the  Patriarch  at  Bethel,  let  us  cry  to  the 
God  of  our  Fathers,  our  only  Refuge  and  Hope  in  trouble, 
"  We  will  not  let  Thee  go  except  Thou  bless  us  !  " 

"Return  we  beseech  Thee  O  God  of  hosts,  look  down 
from  heaven  and  behold  and  visit  this  vine.'' 

"  And  the  vineyard  which  thy  right  hand  hath  planted, 
and  the  branch  thou  madest  strong  for  thyself." 

"Turn  us  again,  O  Lord  God  of  hosts,  cause  thy  face  to 
shine,  and  we  shall  be  saved." 

"  God  be  merciful  unto  us,  and  bless  us,  and  cause  His 
lace  to  shine  upon  us!     Selah!" 

"That  Thy  way  may  be  known  upon  the  earth,  Thy 
saving  health  among  all  nations  ! " 

The  congregation  then  sang  the  hymn 

See  gracious  God  before  thy  throne, 
Thy  mourning  people  bend,  &c. 

Prayer  was  then  offered  by  the  Rev.  Geo.  P.  Hays,  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Rev.  T.  Sewall  was  then  introduced,  who  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 
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In  a  discourse  by  Rev.  Wm.  R.  Williams,  a  distinguish- 
ed Minister  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  New  York,  to  which 
my  attention  was  first  called  on  yesterday,  I  found  many 
rich  thoughts.  One  of  them  abides  with  me  still.  I  have 
not  fully  digested  it  in  all  its  relations,  but  at  a  glance  it  ap- 
peared full  of  valuable  suggestions,  f  The  manifestation 
and  enthronement  of  Christ  toas  the  errand  of  creation,  and 
is  the  burden  of  all  history."  In  order  and  importance  in 
the  mind  of  God — Christ  first,  creation  second.  Recogniz- 
ing man,  individual  and  aggregated,  as  an  agent  for  the  at- 
tainment of  this  exaltation,  I  have  been  led  to  ask  myself 
how  have  we  failed  to  serve  the  Divine  purposes?  How 
have  we  crossed  his  path,  that  such  a  baptism  of  blood  has 
been  visited  upon  us  ?  There  are  three  ordinances  of  God  : 
the  Family;  the  Church,  and  the  Nation.  In  which  of 
these  Denmarks  is  our  rottenness.  The  marital  relation  is 
still  sacred  among  us ;  and  the  names  of  husband  and  wife, 
father  and  mother,  are  yet  holy  things.  An  occasional  so- 
cialist, or  polygamist  may  seek  to  overthrow  and  recon- 
struct society,  but  they  are  mere  excressences,  parasites, 
which  in  due  time  will  fall  oft".  The  ordinance  of  God  is 
still  indisputably  ours. 

Nor  can  I  convince  myself,  that,  with  all  our  derelictions, 
the  unfaithfulness  of  the  Church  has  brought  this  calamity 
upon  us.  When,  in  our  country,  has  she  in  her  various 
branches  been  purer  in  doctrines  and  in  discipline,  and  more 
aggressive  than  now.  There  have  been  periods  when  evan- 
gelical spirituality  was  confined  to  a  few  communions;  but 
now,  the  troubled  soul,  from  almost  every  pulpit,  font  and 
rail,  may  receive  intelligible  and  sympathizing  guidance  in 
its  searchings  after  God.  I  cannot  think  that  our  guilt  is 
here.     It  remains  for  us  to  ask,  if  in  our  national  character 
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we  have  been  true  to  our  trust.  Nations  have  their  separ- 
ate responsibilities,  as  families  or  individuals  have  them; 
and  the  field  of  their  duties  is  not  at  home,  alone,  to  the 
subjects  or  citizens  that  may  compose  them ;  the  purity  of 
their  rulers;  the  justice  of  their  legislation,  and  the  integri- 
ty of  their  judiciary;  but  outside,  abroad.  They  owe  a 
great  duty  to  all  other  nations;  and  if  it  be  a  christian  na- 
tion, and  if  Christ  is  all  and  in  all;  if  the  familv,  the 
church,  the  nation,  be  all  of  his  appointment,  and  subordi- 
nate to  this  great  purpose  in  the  mind  of  God,  what  re- 
mains for  it  but  that  its  utterances  in  the  ear  of  every  kin- 
dred and  tribe  should  be  clear  as  a  trumpet  regarding  his 
godhead  and  sovereignty.  J  have  felt  that  in  our  commer- 
cial and  diplomatic  relations  with  other  peoples  we  have 
been  too  irreligious. 

I  saw  in  the  bazaars  of  Damascus,  fabrics  from  our  Low- 
ell;  at  Tyre  and  Sidon,  I  met  our  Consuls;  from  my  win- 
dow in  Alexandria  or  Bayrout,  our  flag  and  shipping  greet- 
ed me,  but  some  how  they  had  no  emphatic  voice  for  Christ. 
Here  and  there  1  found  a  little  missionary  station,  founded 
by  some  church,  but  it  was  like  a  spark  of  fire  in  a  vault ; 
and  while  our  power  in  every  department  of  national  em- 
prise was  acknowledged,  oft  that  power  made  no  unmis- 
takeable  demonstration  for  this  dearest  wish  of  the  heart  of 
God;  its  arms  did  not  seem  to  be  lifting  the  Christ  upon 
that  pedestal  prepared  for  him,  and  upon  which  he  shall 
stand,  the  wonder  of  eternity. 

4t  Woe  is  me,"  haunts  nations  as  it  does  men  ;  it  is  in  out- 
ears  now  ;  our  rulers  have  heard  it,  and  the  glory  of  this 
day  is,  that  with  the  avenger  behind  us,  they  have  caught 
sight  of  the  guide  boards  which  point  to  the  City  of  Refuge, 
and  led  by  them,  or  smitten  millions  are  crowding  in  will- 
ing gates. 
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Dr.  Sewall  having  concluded,  the  congregation  united  m 
singing  the  hymn 

God  save  our  native  land, 
From  the  invader's  hand — 
Home  of  the  free,  &c,  &c. 

Rev.  H.  C.  Westwood,  of  the  Methodist  Church,  then 
offered  prayer. 

The  Chairman  then  introduced  Rev.  Mr.  Vassar,  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  Chaplain  of  the  150th  Regiment  N.  Y.  S. 
V.,  who  said  : 

It  is  said  that  when  Ethelred,  the  Saxon  King  of  Nor- 
thumberland, invaded  Wales,  he  saw  at  a  distance  a  body  of 
unarmed  men,  apparently  upon  their  knees,  and  upon  in- 
quiring who  they  were,  and  at  what  engaged,  was  told  that 
they  were  monks  of  Bangor  praying  for  the  success  of  their 
countrymen.  Then,  said  the  far-seeing  monarch,  attack 
them  first,  for  they  have  begun  the  fight  against  us.  Hea- 
then though  the  sovereign  and  warrior  was,  he  had  sagaci- 
ty enough  to  recognize  in  earnest  prayer  a  downright, 
sturdy,  positive  power ;  a  vital  agency ;  a  real,  effective 
force.  It  might  be  well  for  some  of  us  to  go  back  and  sit 
at  the  pagan's  feet,  and  in  this  particular  be  learned,  for  I 
suspect  that  just  here  lies  the  defect  in  much  of  the  piety 
of  the  present  day.  We  have  too  little  faith  in  prayer,  be- 
cause we  have  too  little  faith  in  God. 

We  believe  in  the  God  of  the  Bible ;  the  God  of  our 
fathers,  and  the  God  of  ages  ago,  but  very  rarely  do  we 
find  a  man  who  thoroughly  believes  that  God  now  is  on  the 
right  side  in  all  the  affairs  of  time;  that  he  stands  between 
falsehood  and   truth,  between  justice  and  unrighteousness, 
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between  corrupt  principles  and  a  holy  cause,  and  hears  the 
pleadings  of  his  people,  and  interferes  in  their  behalf  as 
really  as  centuries  ago,  when  prayer  sealed  up  the  heavens 
through  months  and  years  and  then  as  readily  opened  them, 
drew  back  the  bolts  on  an  apostle's  prison  doors,  called 
forth  from  the  tomb  a  rotting  Lazarus,  and  brought  down 
upon  a  waiting  church  the  visitation  of  Pentacost. 

It  is  a  great  calamity,  when,  in  times  of  national  conflict 
or  peril,  a  people  come  to  lose  confidence  in  themselves,  or 
their  properly  constituted  authorities ;  but  its  a  calamity  vast- 
ly greater  when,  to  the  slightest  extent,  there  is  any  falter- 
ing of  faith  in  God.  It  is  well  just  now  to  have  great  con- 
fidence in  armies  and  navies,  in  bullets  and  bayonets,  but 
not  unless  that  confidence  is  based  on  and  buttressed  up  by 
an  unshaken  trust  in  God.  It  is  well  to  regard  the  admin- 
istration with  its  powerful  military  arm  as  the  term  of  our 
strength,  but  back  of  it,  over  all  councils  and  cabinets,  we 
want  to  see  the  Governor  of  Worlds  calmly  sitting  order- 
ing all  events,  and  in  the  collisions  and  discords  and  con- 
vulsions of  time  we  need  devoutly  to  recognize  the  liftings 
of  the  treadle  and  the  clank  of  the  loom  by  which  the  Most 
High  is  weaving  the  fabric  of  earth's  history. 

Once  upon  a  time,  in  ancient  Israel,  a  conspiracy  was 
formed  to  wrest  away  the  government  from  its  divinely  ap- 
pointed head,  and  what  was  saddest  of  all  we  hear  the  gray 
haired  king  say,  '•  Behold  my  son  that  came  forth  of  my 
bowels  seeketh  my  life,"  and  it  was  even  so.  A  youth  who 
had  grown  up  at  court  became  the  leader  of  the  rebel  band, 
and  sets  up  his  rival  government  in  Hebron.  By  blandish- 
ments and  plausible  representations  many  are  seduced  into 
allegiance  to  the  usurper,  and  the  powers  that  be  dealing 
meanwhile  too  leniently,  the  whole  land  is  soon  turned  up- 
side down. 
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At  length  necessity  drives  the  sovereign  to  do  something 
for  the  retention  of  his  kingdom  and  his  crown.  With  the 
rebels  is  a  sagacious  counsellor  named  Ahithophel,  whose 
sound  advice  if  heeded  by  Absalom  will  be  likely  to  result 
in  David's  complete  overthrow.  The  first  effort  of  the  de- 
throned king  therefore  is  to  destroy  the  influence  of  this 
veteran  at  court, and  shrewdly  he  works  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  end.  But  does  he  rest  here  ?  Nay,  verily. 
He  looks  now  to  that  Almighty  One  who  has  been  his  helper 
from  the  sheep  fold  up.  Weeping  bitterly,  with  covered 
head  and  unsandaled  feet  the  fugitive  goes  by  the  way,  and 
this  is  his  cry,  "  O  Lord  I  beseech  thee  turn  the  counsels 
of  Ahithophel  into  foolishness."  These  efforts  backed  up 
by  such  a  petition  prevail;  Absalom  spurns  with  contempt 
the  old  man's  counsels;  as  a  consequence  the  rebel  host  in 
action  is  utterly  routed,  thousands  are  slain,  and  the  lead- 
ing traitor  without  the  help  of  hangman  or  halter  swings 
from  the  brandies  of  an  oak  by  the  way.  These  later 
times  have  multiplied  candidates  for  a  like  distinction,  and 
other  oaks  may  yet  bear  such  fruit.  There  are  many  les- 
sons for  us  here,  but  this  one  chief — the  importance  of 
coupling  earnest  effort  with  believing  prayer.  Itisnotgood 
that  either  should  stand  alone;  and  so  while  our  govern- 
ment is  acting  with  vigorous  hand,  J  am  glad  that  from  the 
capital  of  the  land  such  a  call  has  sounded  out  as  that  which 
has  summoned  thousands  to  the  courts  of  the  Lord  to-day. 
1  have  seemed,  while  these  hours  have  rolled,  to  see  the  an- 
swer to  a  prayer  offered  recently  by  a  brother  minister  not 
far  hence,  "  O  that  God  would  bring  this  nation  to  its  knees." 
And  we  have  had  enough  to  bring  us  there  since  this  strug- 
gle commenced.  Have  not  days  and  months  dragged  weari- 
ly away  with  a  sickening  record,  made  up  largely  of  delays, 
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drawn  battles,  or  defeats?  Have  not  troubles  thickened 
upon  us,  and  trooped  in  from  unexpected  quarters  ?  Have 
not  disasters  uulooked  for  frustrated  the  most  prudent 
schemes,  and  rendered  useless  the  most  laborious  and  ex- 
pensive preparations  ?  Have  not  faint  hearted  friends  fallen 
off,  a/id  false  friends  unmasked  themselves  ?  Has  not  sym- 
pathy that  had  been  relied  upon  all  been  thrown  the  other 
way  ?  Have  not  enemies  abroad  taken  courage  to  do  what 
in  other  circumstances  they  would  not  have  dared,  and  in- 
sultingly smitten  us  in  the  face,  when,  in  the  hour  of  sore 
trial,  we  looked  for  an  approving  smile  ?  Have  not  our 
wisest  counsellors  and  wariest  chieftains  been  utterly  at  loss 
what  to  recommend  or  do  ?  And  yet  we  can  say  with  Paul 
"  we  are  troubled  on  every  side,  yet  not  distressed,  perplex- 
ed, but  not  in  despair,  persecuted,  but  not  forsaken,  cast 
down,  but  not  destroyed."  Dull  of  apprehension  that  man 
must  be  who,  as  he  remembers  the  ordeal  through  which 
the  Eternal  has  passed  us,  does  not  behold  the  indications 
of  a  purpose  on  the  Almighty's  part  to  do  these  two  things, 
first,  effectually  to  chasten  the  nation  and  at  the  same  time 
keep  it  alive.  Happy  for  us  if  under  the  visitation  we  feel 
to  respond  as  Luther  when  in  his  personal  experience  smit- 
ten by  the  rod,  kk  Strike  Lord,  strike,  but  don't  forsake  me." 
While  this  struggle  must  be  regarded  as  a  scourge,  I  be- 
lieve it  will  prove  a  blessing  too.  Terribly  affrighted  were 
the  disciples  during  that  night  storm  on  Galilee,  when  their 
frail  boat  no  longer  manageable  becomes  the  sport  of  surly 
winds  and  angry  waves,  but  when  Christ  strode  from  bil- 
low to  billow,  finding  solid  footing,  and  the  surging  waves 
crouched  down  and  smoothed  out  at  his  bidding  they  doubt- 
less looked  back  thankful  even  for  that  tempest  since  it  had 
brought  the  Saviour  near,  and  furnished  them  new  proof  of 
his  almighty  power. 
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And  so  dear  Christian  friends  we  may  yet  recur  to  these 
agitated  stormy  times  when  the  clouds  shall  have  been  lift- 
ed up.  Sorrows,  sufferings,  losses,  pains,  can  hardly  be  ac- 
counted as  misfortunes  if  only  they  bring  us  toward  immor- 
tal purity.  No  grief  that  strengthens  holier  aspirations,  and 
develops  a  nobler  life  are  calamities.  Falling  tears  and 
wounded  affections  are  blessed  if  through  them  we  are  only 
led  to  clasp  in  our  weakness  the  unwasting,  unwearying 
hand.  Happy  the  people  that  even  at  such  a  cost  is  brought 
nearer  to  its  God. 

This  anxious  night  of  watching,  waiting,  hoping,  will 
tick  itself  away,  and  in  the  light  of  that  morning  whose 
glimmers  even  now  streak  the  dusky  skies  we  shall  see  that 
the  disciples  employed  by  our  Heavenly  Father  was  to  the 
nation  only  a  refining  fire,  and  from  the  saintly  inheritance 
on  a  head  we  shall  remember  with  gratitude  and  gladness 
that  the  lowering  clouds  of  war  were  to  us,  individually, 
big  with  mercy,  and  broke  with  blessings  on  our  heads. 

Chaplain  Vassar  having  concluded,  the  congregation  sang 
the  hymn  commencing 

Dread  Jehovah  !  God  of  Nations  ! 
From  thy  temple  in  the  skies,  <fcc. 

Rev.  F.  W.  Brauns,  Chaplain  of  the  Jarvis  Hospital, 
then  led  in  Prayer.  After  this  the  Chairman  introduced  Dr. 
McJiltoiV,  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  who  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Commission.     His  address  is  as  follows  : 

When  the  minister  of  God  proclaimed  his  message  to  a 
heathen  people,  that  in  forty  days  their  city  should  be  over- 
thrown, the  king  arose  from  his  throne  and  ordered  the 
«ackcloth  for  himself  and  his  subjects.     The  fast  was  com- 
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mantled   for  man  and  beast  and  prince  and  people  sat  to- 
gether in  the  ashes.     The  cry  of  the  penitent  went  up  to 
God,  and  it  was  heard  and  answered.     The  prayer  of  the 
heathen  was  sanctified  by  fasting  and   humiliation,  and   the 
threatened  calamity  was  averted.     The  people  were  spared. 
What  a  lesson  was  that  for  nations  enlightened  in  religion 
and  instructed  in  their  relations  to  God  and   heaven!     It 
was  written  down  by  the  pen  of  inspiration,  and  its  record 
is  in    the   Book   of  God    for   the    learning  of   His  people 
throughout  all  the  ages  of  their  history.     It  is  a  lesson  that 
appears  full  in  the  view  of  Christianity,  and  warns  it  of  its 
duty  alike  to  God  and  man.     How  often  has  it  brought  the 
blush  of  shame  to  the  cheek  of  the  christian  worshipper  by 
the  comparison  of  the  light  and  beauty  of  its  example  with 
the  lack  of  faith  and  neglect  of  duty  witnessed  in  the  con- 
duct of  more  highly  favored  and   better  instructed  nations. 
And  what  return  has  Christianity  made  to  the  heathen  for 
the  lesson  that  holds  a  place  so  prominent  among  its  in- 
spired records,  and  appears  in  its  intelligence  and  excellence 
as  a  bright  and   beautiful   model  for  the  imitation  of  man- 
kind ?     It  is  the  bounden  obligation  of  Christianity  to  bear 
the  light  of  truth  that  beams  forth  from  the  inspired  Word 
to  all  the  nations  of  the  world.     It  was  doubtless  the  pur- 
pose of  Almighty  God  in  the  establishment  of  our  free  gov- 
ernment in  the  light  of  Inspiration,  that  we  should  be  the 
heralds  of  civil  liberty  and  religion  to  all  the  nations.     Our 
land  is  peculiarly  the  land  of  Providence.      Is  it  clear  upon 
the  pages  of  inspired  history  that  the  Jewish  nation  was 
raised  up  and  prospered  for  the  purpose  of  performing  ap- 
pointed service  to  the  world.      It  is  not  less  clear,  upon  the 
historic    page,  that  the   American   nationality  was  wrought 
into  existence  and   prominence  as  an  especial  agent  of  the 
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Almighty  in  making  up  for  the  failure  of  the  Jew,  occasion- 
ed by  his  aposlacy.  The  treasury  of  spiritual  knowledge 
and  truth  was  with  us,  and  we  were  responsible  for  its  con- 
veyance to  the  nations,  both  civilized  and  heathen.  But  like 
the  Jewish  people,  in  their  apostacy,  we  have  fallen  short 
of  the  position  and  duty  assigned  us.  As  a  people  we  have 
long  regarded  ourselves  as  the  divinely  appointed  harbing- 
ers of  civil  freedom  and  religious  liberty  to  the  rest  of  the 
world.  But  instead  of  being  faithful  to  our  trust  and  in  the 
performance  of  the  duty,  we  have  suffered  partizan  feuds  to 
divide  us  and  are  now  seeking  each  other's  overthrow  in  a 
fruitless  and  destructive  civil  war.  The  call  that  was  made 
upon  the  heathen  city  comes  to  us  to-day.  God  is  now 
speaking  to  us.  How  fearfully  ?  How  terribly  ?  He  is 
asking  us  what  we  have  done  with  the  blessings  which  He 
has  so  abundantly  showered  upon  our  nationality,  and  how 
we  have  made  the  return  of  labor  for  the  good  gifts  that  He 
has  lavished  upon  us.  He  is  asking  us  how  we  have  im- 
proved the  opportunities  with  which  He  has  favored  us,  and 
which  were  allowed  for  our  use  and  improvement,  and  for 
the  advancement  of  His  glory.  In  the  face  of  these  inquir- 
ies we  must  acknowledge  that  we  have  signally  failed  in  the 
required  service,  and  we  have  need  to-day  to  wear  the  sack- 
cloth and  to  sit  in  the  ashes. 

My  brother,  the  pastor  of  this  congregation,  has  compli- 
mented us  in  our  possession  of  the  household  and  the 
church,  while  he  has  charged  a  less  degree  of  blame  upon 
us  iu  their  use  than  we  deserve.  Less  upon  these  than 
upon  our  nationality  he  places  the  error  of  our  present  po- 
sition. He  has  well  said  that  we  have  been  favored  with 
extraordinary  opportunities  for  the  enthronement  of  Christ 
among  the  nations  and  in  the  affections  of  the  people.      We 
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should  indeed  be  thankful  that  we  have  the  household  and 
the  church.  But  we  must  charge  upon  the  household  that 
it  has  taught  and  encouraged  idolatry,  and  upon  the  church 
that  it  has  indulged  itself  it)  the  pursuit  of  practical  infideli- 
ty. In  the  household,  instead  of  teaching  our  children  re- 
ligion and  encouraging  them  in  its  practice,  we  have  allow- 
ed them  to  pursue  the  idolatry  of  the  fashionable  world, 
and  to  love  and  worship  anything  but  God.  In  the  church 
we  have  not  in  many  things  practiced  the  precepts  we  have 
preached.  We  have  professed  to  honor  and  serve  God,  but 
we  have  honored  and  served  ourselves;  we  have  lived  for 
ourselves  instead  of  living  for  Christ  and  honoring  God  in 
the  use  of  our  civil  and  religious  favors  and  blessings. 

It  was  doubtless  with  pleasant,  happy  feelings,  that  the 
evidences  of  our  success  in  commerce  were  witnessed  by 
our  brother  in  foreign  lands,  and  that  our  national  flag  was 
seen  as  it  proudly  proclaimed  the  honors  of  our  nationali- 
ty. But  where  was  our  religion,  or  the  evidence  of  its  in- 
fluence on  such  occasion  ?  What  would  have  been  the  an- 
swer to  an  inquiry  in  relation  to  our  condition  as  a  chris- 
tian nation  ?  Alas,  that  in  the  true  representation  of  our 
condition  we  should  have  been  obliged  to  appear  as  more 
effective  in  entombing  Christ  than  in  enthroning  Him.  A 
nation  without  religion  can  never  be  permanently  prosper- 
ous. Commerce  and  the  flag  are  but  representatives  in 
their  several  departments.  In  both  the  nation  may  be  re- 
spected and  honored,  and  that  in  the  absence  of  any  proper 
respect  for  God  and  religion.  No  such  respect  and  honor 
can  be  permanent.  There  must  be  true,  honest-hearted  re- 
ligion in  the  household,  and  the  devout  and  faithful  service 
of  God  in  the  church,  or  the  nation  must  be  rejected  of 
heaven  and   punished   for   practical   idolatry  and  infidelitv 
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Our  selfish  pursuit  of  gain  and  pleasure  and  fame  has  been 
the  witness  of  but  a  partial  national  success.  It  could  not 
be  otherwise.  As  a  people  we  have  individualized  ourselves 
in  the  pursuit  of  wealth  and  pleasure  and  honor,  but  we 
have  failed  to  individualize  ourselves  in  the  assumption  of 
our  responsibilities  to  God,  the  household  and  the  nation, 
and  in  the  faithful  performance  of  appointed  and  well  known 
duty.  God  holds  us  responsible  as  individuals  in  the  na- 
tionality as  well  as  in  the  household  and  the  church.  Asa 
nation,  it  is  true  that  we  have  no  life  for  the  future  world, 
and  must  endure  national  penalties  in  this.  But  we  shall 
receive  our  lull  share  of  the  penalty,  as  individuals,  for  serv- 
ing and  honoring  ourselves  in  a  nationality  that  ignores  and 
dishonors  God  and  religion.  Like  the  Jews,  very  early  in 
our  history  we  departed  from  the  counsels  of  God,  and  we 
have  never  reached  the  position  from  which  we  could  suc- 
cessfully send  forth  the  message  of  religion  to  those  that 
need  the  favor  and  ought  to  receive  it  at  our  hands.  Un- 
less we  become  more  religious  in  our  own  nationality  we 
shall  not  be  able  to  sustain  ourselves,  much  less  send  en- 
lightened liberty  and  religion  to  other  lands. 

For  our  failures  in  religious  service,  and  for  our  neglect 
of  God,  we  have  been  visited  with  calamity — the  dread  ca- 
lamity of  civil  war.  The  cloud  is  over  us.  We  are  en- 
shrouded in  its  gloom.  But  we  may  express  our  thankful- 
ness to  God  that  like  all  His  clouds  of  judgment,  that  which 
hangs  over  us  is  fringed  with  mercy.  A  part  of  our  peo- 
ple, at  least,  are  disposed  to  religion  and  religious  service. 
The  harrying  crowds  upon  the  streets  at  this  moment  pre- 
sent more  the  appearance  of  a  festive  occasion  than  of  a 
fast.  Places  of  amusement  have  been  thronged  to-day,  and 
they  are  generally  more  successful  than  at  ordinary  times, 
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Our  present  meeting  is  an  oflset  to  the  festivities  in  which 
a  large  proportion  of  our  people  are  engaged.  It  is  per- 
haps the  best  witness  of  the  day  that,  at  least,  a  portion  of 
our  community  desire  to  show  respect  for  God's  worship, 
and  to  humble  themselves  before  heaven.  By  fasting  and 
humiliation  the  progress  of  faithful  men  and  women  may  be 
quickened,  and  rendered  more  effective  in  securing  the  di- 
vine favor.  The  very  best,  perhaps  the  only  way  by  which 
the  divine  interposition  may  be  secured  in  the  removal  of 
our  affliction,  is  to  conform  ourselves  in  thought  and  action 
to  the  divine  will  and  purpose.  We  have  been  unfaithful, 
and  we  know  it.  We  have  sinned  against  God,  and  we  are 
fully  aware  of  it.  God  is  scourging  us  on  account  of  our 
unfaithfulness  and  sinfulness,  and  when  we  are  sufficiently 
humbled,  and  show  it,  and  not  before,  will  He  send  us  re- 
lief. If  we  conform  ourselves  to  His  will  in  the  humility 
of  our  households,  our  worship,  and  our  nationality,  He 
will  in  His  own  time  and  His  own  way  lift  the  scourge, 
and  release  us  from  the  calamity. 

A  nation  humbled  before  another  nation  must  be  in  a 
condition  of  sad  humiliation.  But  a  nation  humbled  before 
God  is  a  sublime  spectacle.  Humbled,  and  on  its  knees  of 
penitence  before  heaven  were  a  proud  position  lor  our  na- 
i  tion  to  occupy.  Let  the  position  be  assumed.  Let  us  put 
on  the  sackcloth  and  get  in  the  ashes,  and  we  shall  exhibit 
the  true  nobility  of  a  free  and  enlightened  people  in  their 
recognition  of  their  responsibilities  to  God.  Then  shall  He 
be  merciful  to  us  and  bless  us, and  we  shall  dwell  in  safety 
under  the  shadow  of  his  protection. 

We  profess  to  be  christians ;  we  profess  to  be  patriots. 
It  is  almost  universally  believed  that  we  are  a  divinely  ap- 
pointed people,  for  the  accomplishment  of  distinguished  ser- 
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vice  to  mankind.  Why  should  we  not  live  up  to  our  pro- 
fession ?  Why  should  we  not  as  individual  christian  pa- 
triots lahor  diligently,  and  pray  earnestly  for  the  success  of 
our  enterprise  of  freedom,  and  for  the  improvement  of  our 
religious  character.  Bound  together  as  christian  friends  and 
brethren  and  patriots,  with  God  as  our  Leader  and  Protec- 
tor, we  should  certainly  be  invincible.  Our  progress  would 
be  perpetually  forward,  and  we  should  accomplish  our  full 
share  in  the  world's  deliverance  from  the  oppressive 
shackles  of  sin.  The  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  removal 
of  our  present  trouble  is  with  ourselves.  The  cause  of  the 
trouble  is  in  ourselves.  We  have  offended  God  by  our 
selfishness  in  the  pursuit  of  our  idolatries,  and  practice  of 
our  infidel  sentiments.  Why  should  we  not  give  and  take 
the  pledge  to-night,  or  at  any  time,  that  we  will  descend 
from  our  positions  of  pride  and  disobedience,  and  serve  God 
more  faithfully,  and  submit  more  willingly  and  patiently  to 
His  authority  and  to  the  dispensations  of  His  wise  and  mer- 
ciful Providence.  Jn  the  pledge  to  follow  Christ  through 
affliction  as  well  as  in  prosperity,  and  through  evil  report  as 
well  as  good  report,  will  enthrone  Him  in  our  affections, 
and  then  shall  we  be  the  more  securely  and  permanently  en- 
throned upon  our  nationality.  When  this  conquest  of  our- 
selves shall  be  accomplished,  and  when  our  devotion  in  faith 
and  faithful  obedience  to  God's  worship  shall  be  effected — 
when  Christ  shall  be  fairl}>-  and  effectually  enthroned  upon 
our  nationality,  we  shall  be  prepared  for  the  performance  of 
our  obligations  to  other  nations,  and  for  the  great  work  of 
leading  many  of  them  to  the  light  of  true  liberty  id  the  ser- 
vice of  Almighty  God. 

The  present,  although  a  day  of  fasting  and  humiliation, 
by  our  faithful  prayers  may  be  made  the  beginning  of  a  bet- 
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less  in  ourselves,  and  more  in  God.  And  with  our  trust  in 
God,  rather  than  in  the  power  that  we  imagine  we  possess, 
and  the  strength  of  our  armies  and  armaments,  we  shall  not 
be  disappoiiiicd  in  the  realization  of  our  hope.  While  the 
crowds  without  are  in  the  pursuit  of  their  festivities,  in  this 
place  we  are  in  the  line  of  duty.  Our  engagement  for  re- 
ligious service  presents  a  scene  composed  of  people  assem- 
bled for  prayer.  Doubtless  it  looks  more  like  the  search 
for  religion — the  religion  we  need  in  the  time  of  our  trial 
more  than  any  other  scene  that  has  been  witnessed  in  the 
city.  It  will  be  more  effective  in  securing  God's  favor  in 
the  removal  of  the  scourge  than  all  our  boasts  of  prowess 
and  armed  hosts  and  exhaustless  resources.  God  has  never 
yet  failed  in  the  accomplishment  of  His  purpose.  He  never 
can  fail  in  the  accomplishment  of  His  purpose.  It  is  now 
evidently  His  intention  to  humble  our  pride,  and  force  us 
into  submission  to  His  will.  And  He  will  do  it.  He  will 
bring  us,  as  a  nation,  to  our  knees.  He  will  compel  us  to 
own  His  power,  and  to  worship  Him  as  the  Lord  over  all 
and  blessed  forever.  In  our  resistance  against  His  authori- 
ty, we  are  lost.  In  our  submission  to  His  will,  we  are  safe. 
In  our  ignorance  we  may  be  impelled  to  resistance,  but  wis- 
dom directs  us  to  submission.  We  should  at  once  own 
His  almighty  power,  and  bow  in  humility  to  His  divine  au- 
thority. We  should  remove  from  us  everything  that  is  of- 
fensive to  Him.  We  must  be  aware  that  penitence  is  our 
position,  and  prayer  our  duty.  Why  shall  we  not  then  be 
penitent?  Why  shall  we  not  pray?  Why  shall  we  not 
fast  and  humble  ourselves,  that  our  prayers  may  be  render- 
ed effective  in  the  accomplishment  of  God's  good  pleasure 
in  the  removal  of  the  cloud   that  overhangs  our  prosperity, 
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and  the  restoration  of  the  blessings  of  peace  we  formerly 
enjoyed.  On  our  knees  before  God  we  are  in  a  condition 
of  safety.  Our  prayers  shall  be  answered  by  Him,  and  we 
shall  be  told  to  arise  and  go  forth  in  our  strength  for  His 
service  in  future  years  of  usefulness.  Sustained  and  sup- 
ported by  Him  we  shall  be  able  to  maintain  ourselves  in  an 
active,  useful  and  distinguished  nationality.  Then  shall  we 
be  able  to  perform  our  appointed  services  as  the  heralds  of 
religious  and  civil  liberty  to  mankind.  When  the  house- 
hold and  the  church  are  faithful,  Christ  shall  be  enthroned 
upon  our  nationality,  and  our  religion  shall  secure  for  us 
the  perpetuity  of  blessing. 

Dr.  McJilton  having  finished,  the  choir  sang  a  beautiful 
chant,  and  the  congregation  then  sang  the  Doxology.  Dr. 
H.  Dunning  then  pronounced  the  Benediction,  and  the  im- 
mense audience  slowly  retired.  The  services  continued 
more  than  two  hours,  during  which  time  many  were  com- 
pelled to  stand,  but  so  deep  was  the  interest  that  they  all 
remained  to  the  very  last. 
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